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hand, If willing to become his vassal, he would serve him
with his fleet against his enemies, as he had done for the
King of Melinde. The King of Braboa replied that to
send to him for tribute was not desiring friendship with
him, but seeking reasons for quarrelling If he did not grant
what was demanded of him, for he had never been tribu-
tary to any king, but rather, on the contrary, those of
that coast endeavoured to secure his friendship. As this
demand was something new he asked for three or four
days' delay to enable him to consult with his merchants on
this subject. This da Cunha refused to grant, and de-
manded an answer by the following day. At the expira-
tion of the time of grace, the Bang's messenger returned,
but without any definite reply, whereupon da Cunha,
perceiving that the delay was evidently but an attempt
to gain time, ordered the messenger to be tied to a stake,,
and under a threat of throwing him into the sea with a
cannon-ball round his neck, extracted from him the fact
that at that season of the year a wind arises off Braboa
which they call the " Vara de Coromandel" which comes
so suddenly and so fiercely as to destroy any vessel riding
in those roads, and it was in the hope of this speedily
breaking upon the fleet that encouraged the King to cause
these delays.

Da Cunha, having received this explanation, resolved to
attack the city on the morrow, and accordingly before
daybreak he made preparations for a landing, expecting to
take the place by surprise; but the King, fearing that
something had happened to prevent his messenger from
bringing back any reply, ordered the beach to be watched
all night; so that by the time the Portuguese arrived near
the shore a number of Moors had collected to oppose their
landing. Their resistance was, however, soon overcome,
and many were slain, whereupon the remainder fled to the
city closely followed by the Portuguese. At the entrance
to the city the Moors made a stand and killed four or five
Portuguese, wounding also Antonio de Sa in the face with